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The short answer is 

DO NOTHING

ÅInaction
ÅProvides Habitat: Food, 

Shelter, Cover

ÅImproves Soil

ÅSaves Money and Time

ÅDecreases Pollution

Fall Clean Up



5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜΧΦ



5ƻ ¸ƻǳ [ƛƪŜΧ

https:// extension.illinois.edu/blogs/over-garden-
fence/2024-07-29-shedding-light-lightning-bugs

Photo: Sebastian 
Alejandro Echeverri

Photo:D.J. Weyer CC-BY-NC

https://auth1.dpr.ncparks.gov/moths/view.php?MONA_nu
mber=7746.00

https://www.inaturalist.org/photos/27794764
https://www.inaturalist.org/photos/27794764
https://www.inaturalist.org/photos/27794764
https://www.inaturalist.org/photos/27794764
https://www.inaturalist.org/photos/27794764


ÅProvides Wildlife Habitat1

ÅLuna Moth, Io Moth, Swallowtail chrysalises 

ÅLightning bug larvae 

ÅEastern Box Turtle shelter

ÅMacro/micro-organisms feed on dead leaves

ÅwŀƪŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƴƻǿ 

ÅLeaves are Great Mulch
ÅIncreases organic matter

ÅCheap (Free) 

ÅControls weeds

 https://www.nwf.org/leavetheleaves

Leave the Leaves

Photo: Sebastian 
Alejandro Echeverri

See Resources 
for more

https://www.nwf.org/leavetheleaves


Leaves and Trees

ÅDrip Line

ÅRoot Flare

ÅNO MULCH 
VOLCANOES!

ÅLeaves are the 
obvious tree mulch

ÅProtects trunk from 
mower

ÅTree Islands



ÅTurfgrass is not happy in Piedmont NC

ÅDecrease the lawn and add wildlife support 
plants

ÅSave money and time on lawn maintenance6

Å40 million acres of turf grass in US

Å9,000,000,000 gallons of water per day

ÅPollution from Lawn Equipment5

Å30min gas blower/trimmer=3900mi (Raptor)

Reduce the Lawn

https://www.bybrittanygoldwyn.com/front-lawn-
conversion/?srsltid=AfmBOoqJpK6Ti30aWFdH8_Ezhd4adkh_lw9x7JccsKc8n
UU9dwcl4KWB

https://www.bybrittanygoldwyn.com/front-lawn-conversion/?srsltid=AfmBOoqJpK6Ti30aWFdH8_Ezhd4adkh_lw9x7JccsKc8nUU9dwcl4KWB
https://www.bybrittanygoldwyn.com/front-lawn-conversion/?srsltid=AfmBOoqJpK6Ti30aWFdH8_Ezhd4adkh_lw9x7JccsKc8nUU9dwcl4KWB
https://www.bybrittanygoldwyn.com/front-lawn-conversion/?srsltid=AfmBOoqJpK6Ti30aWFdH8_Ezhd4adkh_lw9x7JccsKc8nUU9dwcl4KWB
https://www.bybrittanygoldwyn.com/front-lawn-conversion/?srsltid=AfmBOoqJpK6Ti30aWFdH8_Ezhd4adkh_lw9x7JccsKc8nUU9dwcl4KWB
https://www.bybrittanygoldwyn.com/front-lawn-conversion/?srsltid=AfmBOoqJpK6Ti30aWFdH8_Ezhd4adkh_lw9x7JccsKc8nUU9dwcl4KWB
https://www.bybrittanygoldwyn.com/front-lawn-conversion/?srsltid=AfmBOoqJpK6Ti30aWFdH8_Ezhd4adkh_lw9x7JccsKc8nUU9dwcl4KWB


ÅStems are Insect Nurseries

ÅSeed heads are Bird Restaurants

ÅPlants are shelter for wildlife

Å/ǳǘ ōŀŎƪ ǎǘŜƳǎ ǘƻ уέ-нпέƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
Spring

Save the Stems4



Exceptions

ÅAggressive plants

ÅDiseased plants

ÅInvasives



млΩ ƻŦ пΩ ŦŜƴŎƛƴƎ 

+Lots of leaves

+Water

+Kitchen scraps

+Time

= Compost

15% of waste stream is compostable food

>30% of waste stream is compostable

Build a Compost Bin9



ÅTrees

ÅShrubs

ÅMost perennials

ÅFocus on root growth

ÅRequires less water and attention (than 
Spring planting)

ÅMark them so you can BOLO in the Spring

Å5ƻƴΩǘ ŘƛǎǘǳǊō ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƴŜǎǘƛƴƎ ōŜŜǎ

Plant Perennials



Plant Late 
Bloomers


