Leave the Leaves

Fall Cleanup
Wildlife Style

October 16, 2025
Kristyna Culp
Director, Habitat Builders
Info@habitatbuilders.org
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Fall Clean Up
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The short answer Is ;‘4
DO NOTHING ¥
Alnaction ik

— r—
——

AProvides Habitat: Food,
Shelter, Cover

Almproves Soil Gz
ASaves Money and Time [
ADecreases Pollution =
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https /lauthl.dpr.ncparks. gov/mothsllew php’?MONA nu
mber=7746.00
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https://www.inaturalist.org/photos/27794764
https://www.inaturalist.org/photos/27794764
https://www.inaturalist.org/photos/27794764
https://www.inaturalist.org/photos/27794764
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L e a.ve th e Le a.ve &ee Resources

for more

AProvides Wildlife Habitaf
ALuna Moth, lo Moth, Swallowtathrysalisesigy
ALightning bug larvae 2
AEastern Box Turtle shelter
AMacro/micro-organisms feed on dead leavy

Awl 1S R2y QU Y2¢

AlLeaves are Great Mulch
Alncreases organic matter
ACheap (Free)

AControls weeds

J7

https://www.nwf.org/leavetheleaves
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ADrip Line
ARoot Flare

ANO MULCH
VOLCANOES!

AL eaves are the
obvious tree mulch

AProtects trunk from
mower

ATree Islands

PROPER MULCHING NO MULCH VOLCANO!

I
I
I
I Mulch
: should not
Root flare ' touch trunk
exposed ‘
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Reduce the Lawn

ATurfgrass is not happy in Piedmont NC

ADecrease the lawn and add wildlife support
plants

ASave money and time on lawn maintenahice

A 40 million acres of turf grass in US
A 9,000,000,000 gallons of water per day

APollution from Lawn Equipment
A 30min gas blower/trimmer=3900mi (Raptor)

https://www.bybrittanygoldwyn.com/frontlawn-
conversion/?srsltid=AfmBOoqJpK6Ti30aWFdH8 Ezhd4adkh_ Iw9x7Jc
Uu9dwcl4KWB
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How to Create Habitat for
Stem-Nesting Bees

Save the Stems

AStems are Insect Nurseries

WINTER
Leave dead flower stalks
intact over the winter

ASeed heads are Bird Restaurants

APlants are shelter for wildlife
ol O1 -HiMI&SMA

A/ dzii
Spring
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Cut back dead

Female bees find

cutor naturally | §
flower stalks occuring open | ¢
leaving stem stems, starta | §
stubble of nest, thenlay | ©
varying height, an egg on the
8 to 24 inches, pollen balls.
to provide Larvae eat
nest cavities. the pollen.
SUMMER @
Bee larvae
New growth develop in 1
of the
; cut dead &
pgrenmal stems during
hides the :
bila: the growing
stem stu season.
U
(@]
Bees i
hibernate in &
stems during
the winter l
Y
Adult bees @
emerge and
Cut back dead start nests
flower stalks. in newly |
Old stem stubble cut dead
will naturally stems orin ‘
decompose. naturally
occurring

open stems.




Exceptions

ADiseased plants

AAggressive plants
Alnvasives
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Build a Compost Bin

MAQ 2F nQ FSYOAyYy 3
+Lots of leaves

+Water

+Kitchen scraps

+Time YL

= Compost 4

15% of waste stream Is compostable ‘f* O _ L |
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>30% of waste stream is compostable \< -
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7%
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Plant Perennials

ATrees

AShrubs

AMost perennials
AFocus on root growth

ARequires less water and attention (than's
Spring planting)

AMark them so you can BOLO in the Sp
A5 2y QiU RA&UdZIND 3TN
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